
JUNE 2012 NEWSLETTER 

DR. SERRA WELCOMES A NEW ADDITION! 

One of the many challenges faced in esthetic dentistry today is how to create a natural looking restoration in an edentulous space.  We know 
that, following the extraction of a tooth, the alveolar ridge undergoes significant atrophy, leading to loss of vertical as well as horizontal bony 
dimension.  While the actual result may vary significantly, the anterior region, where cosmetic concerns are greatest, osseous remodeling may 
result in up to 50% loss of buccal/lingual thickness of the edentulous alveolar ridge.  If not treated properly, this may compromise the esthetic 
appearance of not only pontics as part of a fixed or removable partial denture, but single implant retained dental restorations as well.   
 
Several techniques have been introduced to address this effect, including bone and soft tissue grafting.  While the placement of a bone graft in an 
edentulous space may provide significant horizontal ridge augmentation, the longevity of such treatment may be unpredictable.  Commonly, bone 
grafts without the presence of a natural tooth or dental implant in the vicinity tend to atrophy over time, returning to the original contour.  Soft 
tissue, on the other hand, may provide a more substantive alternative. 
 
A connective tissue graft or allograft, may be effectively employed to provide vertical as well as horizontal ridge augmentation.  Once mature, soft 
tissue augmented ridges allow the dentist to shape the tissue so as to provide optimal contour and emergence of the dental restoration.  Further-
more, connective tissue will tend to retain its shape and position for a significant duration, far out pacing its hard tissue counter part.   

DENTAL HYGIENE CE - “Who’s in Your Chair?” Periodontal & Implant Concerns in the Hygiene Appointment 
As we may all appreciate, effectively diagnosing and treating periodontal 
conditions extends well beyond simply managing deep pockets and 
missing teeth.  Our patients rely on our comprehensive understanding 
of how periodontal health results from the complex interaction be-
tween infective, immune and developmental influences.  
Case studies of patients you may see in your hygiene pool with perio-
dontal, implant, and cosmetic concerns will be the basis of our group 
discussion. We will review diagnosis and etiology through treatment 
planning and outcome evaluation. We will also address how to answer 
many common patient questions. You should leave this course with 
strategies to effectively treat the myriad of periodontal and implant 
concerns you may encounter. 

 

This course is offered at no cost to any member of your 
team and participants will receive 2.0 hours of C.E. credit 

 
August 15th at 6pm  

The Montgomery Inn 
4565 W Dublin Granville Road 

Dublin, Ohio 
 

Dinner will be Provided 
Please RSVP by August 10th, (614) 451-1122 

SOFT TISSUE RIDGE AUGMENTATION 

On a bright note, Dr. Serra is pleased to announce the arrival of the most recent addition to the family.  He, his wife Jen and son Charlie wel-
comed Alexander James Serra on April 6, 2012.  We are very excited to have Alex join our expanding crew and look forward to wonderful times 
ahead.  
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A.  Provisional FPDs #6—8 and #9—12 with pontic sites #7 and 11.  B. Note horizontal ridge defects in the area of spaces #7 and 11.   
C.  Connective tissue grafts icrease tissue thickness.  D. 4 weeks postop; note more even gingival contour of provisional restorations #6—12 




