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HYGIENE CE—Ask Your Periodontist: Periodontics Q & A  

As oral  health care professionals, we are aware of the importance of an adequate 

band of keratinized attached gingiva in maintaining a healthy smile.  Gingival attach-

ment provides the first line of defense that protects not only the root of teeth, but also 

the supporting alveolar bone.   

 

One of the most common techniques for gingival augmentation is the free gingival 

graft (FGG).  This technique has been proven to be predictable and provide long lasting 

results.  There are, however, several drawbacks which may provide barriers to accep-

tance by certain patients.  These include a potential for pain and bleeding where the 

tissue is taken,  limited tissue to treat all areas requiring intervention, and unappealing 

aesthetics due to poor color and texture match.  

 

Recently, a new material called Gintuit (Allogeneic Cultured Keratinocytes and Fibro-

blasts in Bovine Collagen) has been introduced to allow your body to actually grow 

new keratinized epithelium.  GINTUIT is manufactured using living cells separated from 

human skin (fibroblasts and keratinocytes) and grown together with collagen derived 

from cows in a highly controlled laboratory setting. The final product is a cellular sheet 

made of human fibroblasts, keratinocytes, many proteins made by these cells, and 

collagen derived from cows.  

 

Gintuit is unlike any oral soft tissue (gum) treatment because it contains living cells 

called keratinocytes and fibroblasts. These cells are known to express cytokines and 

growth factors (“cell communicators”), which are important for the healing and regen-

eration of tissue.  This product does not actually function as a tissue graft.  Rather, it 

stimulates the formation of keratinized gingiva from local tissue sources.   

 

While Gintuit has been shown to increase the band of keratinized tissue, no root cover-

age is expected from this material. 

 

Gintuit and similar materials may not be the treatment of choice for every patient  

today, but this technology reflects a future of tissue engineering that will help guide 

the development of periodontal treatment in the future. 

 

GROWING NEW GINGIVA—Allogeneic Cultured Keratinocytes and Fibroblasts 

Do you have a burning question about Perio?   
 

Dr. Serra invites you to submit your questions about Periodontal 

disease, soft tissue esthetics and treatment, dental implants, soft 

tissue pathology or anything else that might be on your mind. We 

encourage questions, not only about clinical diagnosis and treat-

ment, but also patient and professional communication and dialog, 

or any questions that you have on your mind. 
 

The more submissions we have the richer our discussion will be! 
 

During our time together Dr. Serra will address questions submitted 

and engage the group in meaningful discussion that you may apply 

in your daily practice. 
  

Please submit your questions online at 

www.greatercolumbusperio.com/ce.html  by March 5th. 

Surgical Images and four year follow up of 

keratinized tissue augmentation of teeth 
#28—30F (McGuire M, 2013) 

This course is offered at no cost to any member of your team and 

participants will receive 2.0 hours of C.E. credit 

 

March 19, 2014 
5:45-8:00pm 

 
J. Liu 

6880 North High St, Columbus 43085 
 

Please RSVP by March 12 
 

You may RSVP online at 
www.greatercolumbusperio.com/ce.html  

or by calling 614-451-1122 


