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A natural, healthy gingival architecture which mimics and blends with the natural dentition is both desirable and 
attainable. With proper planning and application of a few surgical and restorative techniques, we may predictably 
provide highly esthetic and long lasting implant retained restorations to our patients.  
 

Managing the Soft Tissue Around Implants  
Proper soft tissue management is directed towards preserving the papillae around the implant, a most demanding 
esthetic challenge. Important case planning considerations include:  

 Appropriate timing of implant placement relative to the time of extraction.  

 Anatomical defects at the extraction site such as ridge resorption or loss of the facial plate.  

 The patient’s biotype. Thick biotypes are much easier to manage and maintain than thin, scalloped 
gingival tissues which are prone to recession and do not mask prosthetic margins well.  

 Control of inflammation and maintenance of good oral hygiene.  
 

A tight, competent gingival cuff is essential, reducing the risk of periimplantitis and other alterations in the appear-
ance of the tissue. Good gingival adaptation with keratinized tissue enhances plaque control, reduces recession and 
promotes the maintenance of longterm gingival health.  
 

Customizable Healing Abutments and Screw Retained Provisional Restorations 
The healing abutment serves to form a sulcus and sculpts the shape of the gingiva. Customizable anatomic healing 
abutments allow us to mimic the shape of a natural root to create favorable gingival contours.  
 

The use of provisional restorations is an important step in restoring and enhancing gingival esthetics. Screw-retained 
provisional restorations are especially advantageous in establishing natural and esthetic gingival contours including 
the papillae. Provisional restorations may be placed at the time of implant surgery or after an appropriate healing 
period. A provisional crown is fabricated as close as possible to the contours of the final restoration creating a good 
foundation for an esthetic result.   
 

Screw-retained crowns are advantageous when modifying contours of the soft tissues. These crowns can be removed 
multiple times without the risk of a negative impact on the surrounding tissues from excess cement. 
 

Customized Transfer Coping  
When a temporary restoration is removed, the gingival tissues tend to rapidly collapse over the implant platform. The 
custom impression coping solves this problem.  A custom impression coping prevents tissue collapse and allows the 
restorative dentist to capture the molded soft tissue and appropriate emergence profile developed with the provi-
sional restoration and transfer this information to the lab for fabrication of the abutment and restoration.  
 

The Final Restorative Abutment 
An ideal abutment fits passively, has correct emergence profile, and mimics the morphology of the periimplant tissues. 
Customized abutments are generally superior to stock abutments in achieving these objectives.  
 

Immediate Implant Placement 
In many cases, we have the option to extract a non-restorable tooth with simultaneous placement of a dental im-
plant. Immediate implant placement has been documented to reduce tissue loss following tooth extraction.  
 

Hard and Soft Tissue Augmentation 

When deficiencies in the hard and/or soft tissue prevent ideal placement of the implant, soft and hard tissue augmen-
tation may be indicated to add bulk and/or increase the width of attached gingiva. This may improve gingival contour, 
color and overall appearance, prevent resorption and atrophy of peri implant tissues and establish a natural protec-
tive element to reduce the risk of periimplantitis.   

UPCOMING CE—UNDERSTANDING THE FUNDAMENTALS: DIAGNOSIS, PROGNOSIS AND TREATMENT OF PERIODONTITIS 

SHAPING THE GINGIVAL TISSUE AROUND DENTAL IMPLANTS 
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To RSVP, please contact  our office by March 8: 
(614) 451-1122 

Or online at: www.greatercolumbusperio.com 
-> Our Practice -> Upcoming CE Programs 

We invite you to join our discussion investigating contemporary concepts in periodontal disease.  
We will review guidelines in diagnosis, etiology, prognosis and treatment of the various forms of 
periodontal disease we encounter in our every day practice.  We will also open our discussion to 
reviewing language and materials to help communicate periodontal concepts with our patients. 
 

Our goal is to help reinforce your understanding and communication with your team and patients.  
We look to equip you to manage most periodontal cases effectively and predictably and, in certain 
cases, working together as a team when appropriate.  
 

This course is offered at no cost to any member of your team and participants will receive 2.0 
hours of C.E. credit 


